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FOCUS AREA PLANS 

This Chapter includes a more 
detailed assessment and 
associated set of strategies for 
three specific areas of Newport.  
These areas, shown on Map 1, 
were selected based on public 
input as areas in transition that 
present an opportunity to guide 
future development and 
redevelopment.   

These focused area plans were 
developed with insights from area 
representatives and highlight 
ways to implement the overall 
City vision and objectives 
outlined in Chapter __. 

A. Riverfront 

B. Central Business District & 
Public Space 

C. West Side & KY 9 

 

Each Focus Area narrative 
includes the following sections. 

1. TODAY and how we got here:  

Overview. A summary 
describing what the area was 
and how it evolved over time: 

Area Strengths. Highlights of amenities and recent investments. 

Key Factors/Issues/Challenges.  A summary of assets to build upon and challenges to address as 
part of the Area Plan Strategies 

2. VISION 

Vision Statement. 

Strategies for Achieving the Vision. 

Focus Area Plan that illustrates general locations where specific strategies are applicable. 

 

Map 1. Focus Area Locations. 

A. Riverfront  

B. Central  
Business 
District & 
Public   
Space 

C. West Side 
& KY 9 
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A. Riverfront Focus Area 
This focus area encompasses the Ohio and Licking 
riverfront from the I-471 bridge to the east to the 4th 
Street veterans Bridge to the west and adjacent 
development sites between the river and KY 8/KY 9.  

 

 

1. TODAY and how we got here.   

Overview 
Located across the river from Cincinnati, Newportôs 
earliest settlement 225 years ago occurred along the 
banks of the Ohio River.  However, little evidence of the 
dense river town development and military post at the 
mouth of the Licking River remains as much of the low-
lying land was subject to periodic flooding.  Most notably, 
the Ohio River Flood of 1937, recorded as Newportôs 
worst natural disaster, caused widespread destruction 
when it inundated over 50% of Newport.1  As a result, the US Army Corps of Engineers built a Flood 
Protection Systems consisting of earthen levees and concrete floodwalls along the Ohio and Licking 
Rivers to protect the city. 

Bounded to the north and west by rivers, bridges play an important role in the Cityôs development and 
economic viability.  The Taylor-Southgate and the Daniel Carter Beard Bridges over the Ohio River, 
and the 4th Street Veterans Bridge over the Licking River are important connections that not only serve 
as gateways to the city but also provide convenient regional access to the riverfront. The iconic Purple 
People Bridge was built in 1872 as the first railroad bridge connecting Northern Kentucky with 
Cincinnati.  In 2001, the bridge was restored as a pedestrian and bicycle bridge.  In  

More than two decades ago, Newport promoted 
large scale redevelopment of the riverfront in an 
effort to rebrand itself as a "family friendly" regional 
destination.  The opening of the Newport Aquarium 
in 1999 and the Newport on the Levee entertainment 
complex in 2001 sparked the beginning of 
transformative development that is still underway.   

Thanks to visionary leadership, the City has retained 
public access to the riverfront.  Yet, as Newport 
strives for continual economic growth it is also 
important to advance the goals for connectivity, 
access to the river, environmental stewardship, and 
meaningful places.     

                                                
1 Our Rich History: The Flood of 1937 and flood control in Newport. By Deborah Pitel. Special to NKyTribune, Part 28 of άwŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
Renaissance: Newport, Kentucky, 1795-нлнлέ series, May 25, 2020.   

A. Riverfront  

B. Central  
Business  District &  
Public  Space 

C. West 
Side & 
KY 9 

View of Cincinnati from General Taylor Park 
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Area Strengths 

Assets 

¶ Newport is fortunate to have numerous committed partners and existing assets that contribute 
to the vibrancy of the riverfront.   

¶ Cincinnatiôs skyline is visible from the Newport riverfront, and provides an attractive backdrop to 
activities along Newportôs riverfront. 

¶ Cincinnati is easily accessible via two vehicle bridges and the pedestrian and bike-friendly 
Purple People Bridge.  Covington is easily accessible via the 4th Street Veterans Bridge. 

¶ Access to I-471 at the east end of the riverfront provides convenient regional access.  

Recent and planned developments that enhance the area as a destination/tourism center with 
entertainment, food and retail, as well as supporting uses including offices and housing.  

¶ Newport on the Levee and new Bridgeview Box Park offer family-friendly multi-level retail 
entertainment center including Newport Aquarium, movie theatres, and 380,000 square feet of 
retail and restaurant space that attracts 4.5 million guests a year.  The complex is undergoing 
significant renovations to improve pedestrian flow, increase outdoor patios, provide 
unobstructed views of the river, and enhance connectivity with the Purple People Bridge.  

¶ Recently completed high-end multi-family, including Aqua on the Levee, Vue 180 and 
SouthShore Riverfront Condominiums and Aloft Hotel have added over 470 housing units and 
144 hotel rooms.  

¶ Ovation, a multi-phased 13-acre mixed-use development along the levee at the confluence of 
Ohio River and Licking River is underway.  A music venue, offices and hotel with parking 
structure at Columbia and KY 8 will be completed in 2021.  Later phases will include offices, and 
for-sale and rental housing with ground level retail.  Plans include connections to the levee trail. 

¶ Pegasus is a 5.5-acre mixed use development along the Ohio River, east of Purple People 
Bridge. The project is in the early planning stages, and is expected to include condos, multi-
family, offices and a hotel.  A development agreement with the City of Newport maintains public 
access to riverfront. 

Recent and planned development south of 3rd Street 

¶ Campbell County Courthouse at Columbia Street and W 4th Street.  

¶ Academy on 4th, at the corner of 4th Street and Monmouth, is a 200-unit apartment building 
located two blocks south of Newport on the Levee. 

¶ The World Peace Bell property at E 4th Street between York and Monmouth Street.  The 
proposal includes a 7-story hotel along E 4th Street, a 4-story mixed use office/retail building 
along Monmouth Street, and 3.5-story parking garage along E 5th Street.   

River-related facilities, parks and trails.  

¶ BB Riverboats, along Riverboat Row, is a long-standing Newport attraction, 

¶ Festival Park is where the City hosts numerous festivals during the summer, plans for 
redevelopment of the park are underway.  

¶ General James Taylor Park is at the west end of Riverboat Row.  Once the site of the Newport 
Barracks, it was made into a passive city park due to frequent flooding.  It has plenty of picnic 
tables and benches, and is a favorite place for watching the river and Cincinnati's riverfront. 

¶ Riverfront Commons is an 11.5-mile urban walking and biking path that weaves through 
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General Taylor Park and Festival Park connecting Northern Kentuckyôs five river cities: Dayton, 
Bellevue, Newport, Covington and Ludlow. 

¶ Cincinnati Rowing Clubôs Licking River facility is just south of the 4th Street bridge. The Licking 
River is the best place in the region for rowing, and the rowing club is the top ranked club in the 
Midwest.  Plans to improve access to the dock with new aluminum ramp are in the works. 

¶ Licking River Greenway Trail and Jacob Spears Licking River Water (blueway) Trail planned 
along the Licking River to celebrate the history of bourbon.  

¶ The Purple People Bridge provides dedicated bike and pedestrian access between Newport and 
Downtown Cincinnati. The bridge is a tourist attraction and event venue and has the highest 
bike traffic in Newport. Saratoga Street provides direct access to the Purple People Bridge.  

¶ Private water taxi service companies provide transportation across the Ohio River between 
Northern Kentucky and downtown Cincinnati. 

¶ Installation of the Cityôs 225th Anniversary Mural Series was started in September 2020. The 
project includes 19 murals to be painted on floodwalls along Dave Cowens Drive, at the east 
edge of the city just off of I-471 to tell the story of the cityôs history.   

 

Key Factors/Issues/Challenges 

¶ The riverfront is both a regional destination and a 
local amenity. 

¶ Development along the riverfront needs to appear 
as if planned as one project, even though it is 
several different projects developed over two 
decades.  

¶ The regional trail system is a key organizing 
principle.  

¶ There is already a three-tiered connection 
system: Riverboat Row, paths along the top of the 
levee and the roadway along the districtôs 
southern edge. 

¶ It is important to plan for both the riverfront and 
the river.  There is considerable potential for 
increasing water-related activities and 
businesses. 

¶ The rest of Newport needs to be physically and 
visually ñconnectedò to the riverfront. 

¶ The bridges are key entryways into Newport and 
the riverfront. 

¶ It is essential to plan for and design adequate 
parking facilities that can be easily adapted to 
alternate uses if the need for parking declines. 

 

Looking east from Riverfront Commons 
walkway along levee. 
Photo Credit | CT Consultants 

hopkins
Highlight
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2. VISION.  

Vision Statement 
The Newport Riverfront is a well-know destination that attracts repeat visitors from the greater 
Cincinnati and beyond.  With continued success in leveraging the efforts of existing and proposed 
investments, new residents, retail shops, restaurants and offices have moved into the attractive and 
well-connected riverfront mixed-use neighborhood.  Festival Park anchors the riverfront as a premier 
public space, with regular events and activities that attract both visitors and residents. The overall 
design and connectivity of the Riverfront reduces the need to own cars, encourages social connections, 
fosters active living and improves environmental health. 

 

Strategies for Achieving the Vision 

Development and Design ï Vibrant Neighborhoods, Meaningful Places and Economic Prosperity 

¶ Continue to promote high density, mixed-use development along the riverfront 
between the 4th Street bridge and the cityôs eastern boundary.   

o Establish design guidelines for new construction: address building massing, orientation, 
proportion and scale with consideration of maintaining views of the rivers from the districtôs 
southern edge, key landmarks and architecture and vistas and spaces around them; 
require entrances to the riverfront and connections to public spaces and trails.  

o Encourage pedestrian-oriented uses at ground level with pedestrian amenities.  

¶ Promote redevelopment of underutilized parcels in the ñtransition areaò south of the 
riverfront district, as recommended in the 2017 Newport Opportunity Sites Analysis & 
Toolkit published by the Catalytic Fund. Encourage step-down density and building height 
to provide a bridge between the six to eight story buildings along the riverfront to the two 
and three story ñmain streetò buildings along Monmouth and York. 

¶ Recognize/reinforce and protect edges of adjacent residential neighborhoods through 
landscaping, street treatments, and signage, and compatible building massing, height and 
design on adjacent development. 

1. Strong Vibrant 
Neighborhoods:

ÅHousing supply

ÅLand use compatibility

2. Meaningful Places:
ÅCultural & historic resources

ÅProvide gathering spaces, placemaking & public art

3. Economic Prosperity & 
Resilience:

ÅNewport as a regional destination 

ÅMaximize partnerships with adjacent developments/ businesses

4. Well-Connected 
Transportation & 

Infrastructure:

ÅStrong relationships between riverfront & adjacent neighborhoods

ÅContinuous pathways/trails

5. Natural Environment:
ÅProtect, enhance, restore natural environment along Ohio and Licking 
riverfronts to create a string of connected assets 

ÅIncrease access to natural areas

6. Healthy Community:

ÅEnhance amenities and access to promote health and wellness 

ÅUpgrade General Taylor Park (celebrate its history & the confluence!)

ÅMaximize Festival Park as ñcenterpieceò

1 

2 
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¶ Address the need for parking in a sustainable manner.   

o Provide reduced residential parking requirements. As a mixed-use district, with easy 
access to restaurants, retail and downtown Cincinnati, and multi-modal improvements 
that entice visitors and other city residents to walk or travel by bike, foot, scooter, or 
bus to the district, the need for car parking spaces for residential projects should be 
reduced.   

o Develop a parking plan for the riverfront that identifies both private and public parking 
spaces in the riverfront district and the transitional area to the south.   

o Address parking for existing uses, such as BB Riverboats, that currently rely on public 
parking along Riverboat Row.   

o Locate structured parking and garage entrances in the least noticeable locations in the 
district, and use wayfinding signage to direct drivers. 

o Adopt design guidelines for garages to ensure they do not dominate the streetscape, 
especially along primary pedestrian corridors.  Require liner building, landscaping/ 
screening. 

¶ Designate and celebrate gateways at major entries into the city, the riverfront and the 
Monmouth Street corridor.  

o Enhance the roundabouts at KY 9 and the Taylor Southgate bridge and at KY 9 and 
the 4th Street bridge gateways to reinforce these major entrances to Newport.  Work 
with KYTC to identify appropriate treatments.    

o Establish a major gateway to the Monmouth St corridor at the southeast and 
southwest corners of the E 3rd Street and Monmouth Street intersection.  Foster 
redevelopment and infill development designed to create a continuous place along 
Monmouth, with the building wall and landscaping defining the character of the street 
with public gathering points and inviting character that draws people from the riverfront 
to the corridor.  

o Incorporate Riverfront Gateway treatments as part of any future redevelopment of the 
River Chase apartment site. 

¶ Continue to install public art, murals, sculptures, 
fountains, etc. as a way to enhance the physical 
environment, celebrate local history and artists, and 
enliven public spaces.  

¶ Promote communication among developers, 
development projects and the City to share project 
updates, and provide opportunities to coordinate. 

 

Connections ï Transportation and Utilities 

¶ Create a three-tiered connectivity ribbon utilizing and enhancing the paths that already 
exist:   

o Wide promenade along Riverboat Row, designed to seamlessly accommodate bikes, 
with a narrow asphalt roadway maintained between Taylor Southgate Bridge and the 
Daniel Beard Bridge (I-471) to enable easy access for festival setup and maintenance. 

o Trail along the top of the levee oriented primarily to pedestrians.  Consider increasing 
the width of the trail to a minimum of 10 to 12 feet to accommodate recreation bike 
users and daily commuters. 

1 

2 

A survey of local residents in 
Philadelphia found that viewing 
public art was the 2nd most 
popular activity in the city, 
ranking above hiking and biking. 
Jared Green, Why Public Art Is 
Important 

3 

4 
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o Multi-modal boulevard along Route 8 and Route 9 (from Bellevue to the roundabout at 
foot of the 4th Street Veterans Bridge, comprised of Dave Cowens Drive, Washington 
Avenue, and 3rd Street).  Create a cohesive multi-modal ñunified boulevard.ò  

Á Along the boulevard, require new development to provide a wide sidewalk to 
accommodate large crowds of pedestrians especially in the vicinity of the Ovation 
music venue.   

Á Consider a roundabout at E 3rd Street and Washington Avenue. 

Á Provide wayfinding, tree planting, public art and other elements to create an iconic 
boulevard.  

¶ Provide numerous pedestrian and bike connections to the river. Perpendicular 
connections from the adjacent neighborhoods and the CBD reinforce the notion that the 
riverfront is a public place, and help ensure views of Downtown Cincinnati are maintained 
from along the KY 8 ñunified boulevard.ò  Well-marked, safe and engaging pathways in the 
right locations link neighborhoods to the riverfront.  The ñGuide to Riverfront Developmentò2 
recommends perpendicular connections be located every 400 to 600 feet; for comparison, 
Columbia and Central are spaced just over 400 feet apart.  Given the leveeôs location, the 
majority will be to connect pedestrians and bikes to the levee trail.   

o Maintain Central Ave as a public street and install a wide sidewalk to connect to the 
levee trail.   

o Require perpendicular public pedestrian connections through new large-scale private 
development.  Provide a minimum walkway width of 12 feet to be maintained as an 
easement of public right-of-way, and clearly designate the walkway as a public space.   

o Consider adopting design guidelines for delineating public connections, such as the 
following examples: 

Á Orient ground-floor retail, restaurants and other types of uses that are open to the 
public to the public way and seek to engage the public. 

Á Provide some visual privacy between private (residential) uses and the public realm. 

Á Provide pedestrian-scaled lights along all paths. 

Á If possible, locate public amenities, such as seating, maps, etc., at the ends of the 
connection to serve as a focal point, drawing attention to the riverfront and 
encouraging movement along the connection.   

¶ Enhance Columbia Street as a major entry from KY 9 to Festival Park, Taylor Park 
and Riverboat Row. Create a 
promenade by widening the sidewalk 
to provide greater emphasis on 
pedestrians and cyclists, disguising 
the utility building, installing public art 
and increasing the landscaping 
encourages more people to walk and 
bike to the riverfront.    

  

                                                
2 A Guide to Riverfront Development: Connecting communities to the water.  Riverlife PGH.org   https://riverlifepgh.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/10/A-Guide-to-Riverfront-Development.pdf  

5 

Entrance to Riverboat Row and Festival Park from KY 8 
and Columbia Street.    Photo Credit | CT Consultants 

3 

4 

https://riverlifepgh.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/A-Guide-to-Riverfront-Development.pdf
https://riverlifepgh.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/A-Guide-to-Riverfront-Development.pdf
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¶ Provide bike connections into residential areas, as well as connections to regional trails 
and enhance the routes with appropriate amenities.   

o Key locations for local and regional connections include: 

Á Saratoga Street ï Install permanent protected bike lanes on Saratoga Street from 
3rd Street to 6th Street.  The success of ConnectNKYôs pilot project for bike lanes on 
Saratoga proved the potential for Newport to be bike-friendly. 

Á 5th & 6th Street for east-west connection and connection to Bellevue. 

Á 4th Street - Coordinate with the bridge project to ensure the new design includes 
access for pedestrians and bicycles. 

o Retrofit the intersection of Saratoga Street and E 3rd Street to be a 4-way traffic signal 
and include a new signal head facing north for traffic coming off the Purple People 
Bridge. Add a new phase in the traffic signal specifically for bikes and pedestrians.  

o Improve levee trail access at Taylor Southgate and 4th Street bridges.   

¶ Encourage development of water taxi with stops along the Newport riverfront.  Identify 
prime locations for water landings, including a stop at Festival Park.  

¶ Promote multi-modal design for the new 4th Street Bridge: 

o Work with Legislators/KYTC to ensure that the bridge will include bike/pedestrian 
accommodations (include two 5-foot wide bike lanes and two 8-foot wide SUP) 

o Encourage wider (12-foot) bike/pedestrian accommodations on the north side of the 
bridge because the connection to the levee trail is/will be on that side. 

o Encourage trail connectivity along the riverfront under the new bridge to be included in 
the design of the new bridge.   

¶ Adopt design standards and guidelines for connections (trails, sidewalks, bike lanes, 
etc.) to ensure accessible, safe, attractive and environmentally friendly paths that lead to 
increased numbers of people walking/biking, improved safety, and the creation of social 
space. Attributes of well-designed connections that increase the overall psychological and 
visual comfort of users include the following: 

o Use lighting and public art to enliven and 
enhance the bridge underpasses.  

o Use generous landscaping and trees to 
provide shade, visual interest and screening.  

o Provide places for people to linger and 
interact, places for standing, visiting, and 
sitting, including amenities such as street 
furniture, banners, art, and special paving, 
which, along with historical elements and 
cultural references, help promote a sense of 
place. 

o Improve signage and wayfinding City-wide. 

o Encourage public activities and commercial activities such as dining, vending and 
advertising when they do not interfere with safety and accessibility. 

o Review Riverfront Commons design guidelines for consistency and expand as 
needed.  

7 

8 

Example of Innovative lighting of bike lane 
under bridge. 

6 
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¶ Continue to seek improvements for the I-471 interchange ramp at Dave Cowens, with a 
design that minimizes disruption to the historic residential neighborhood. 

 

 
Healthy Environment | Healthy People - Environmental Stewardship and Healthy Community  

¶ Continue to enhance and implement the Festival Park master plan as the centerpiece 
of Newportôs Riverfront, revised as needed to incorporate recommendations from the 2020 
Plan Update input including: 

o Coordinate and partner with neighboring property owners (i.e., Newport on the Levee, 
Pegasus Development) on connectivity, programming, operations and maintenance of 
shared public spaces.   

o Provide visual connections to the river, and physical access to the water.  

o Increase the amount of greenspace (and reduce the amount of concrete) to provide 
more landscaping and shade trees to make the space more attractive and inviting.   

o Design the space to be more flexible for a variety of users in its ability to hold a variety 
of events and still function daily as a recreational greenspace.  Identify ways this can be 
accomplished. 

o Include park amenities that draw users daily throughout the year. 

o Improve east/west pedestrian/bicycle/vehicular access to the park along the Ohio River 
with connectivity to Riverfront Commons and Riverboat Row.  

o Improve north/south pedestrian/bicycle/vehicular access for the Newport community.  

o Provide access and a landing spot for water taxis. 

o Increase wayfinding signage to improve accessibility, orientation, and connectivity of 
spaces and functions. 

o Evaluate the possibility of providing restrooms. 

¶ Make park improvements to General Taylor Park to attract more users to the park; 
consider improvements that would enhance it as a regional amenity (with facilities and 
events).  

o Coordinate and partner with neighboring property owners (i.e., Corporex/Ovation) on 
connectivity, programming, operations and maintenance of shared public spaces (i.e., 
General Taylor Park, Riverfront Commons, and the levee). 

¶ Engage with the water to increase the recreational use of the river.  

o Develop a recreation plan that identifies opportunities to improve access to the river, 
increase interest in river-oriented activities, and awareness of river-oriented trails. 

o Use existing infrastructure to create canoe/kayak launch to be part of the canoe/kayak 
trail.  Take advantage of available grant funding opportunities. 

¶ Implement the shoreline stabilization recommendations for the selected areas along 
the Ohio River and Licking River, in partnership with Southbank Partners and US Army 
Corp of Engineers.  Based on the findings in the feasibility study, there is $7.5M for 
stabilization and ecosystem restoration for approximately 20,000 linear feet along the Ohio 
and Licking Rivers, excluding portions of the Newport riverbank that are not included in the 
stabilization project due to planned economic development projects.  The City of Newport 
will retain control of scope/extent of restoration along riverfront within its jurisdiction.

1 

2 
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